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Genuine partnership based on trust and 
respect is a must   

 
 
ANTaR,  na t iona l  advocacy  organ isa t ion  fo r  Abor ig ina l  and Tor res  St ra i t  
I s lander  r igh ts ,  suppor ts  ca l l s  made by  the  Nat iona l  Congress  o f  
Aus t ra l ia ’s  F i rs t  Peop les  and i ts  member  organ isa t ions  fo r  Pr ime Min is te r  
Ma lco lm Turnbu l l  and h is  Min is t ry  to  es tab l i sh  a  sound re la t ionsh ip  based 
on t rus t  and respec t .   
  
“Under  the  prev ious  admin is t ra t ion ,  we saw Abor ig ina l  and Tor res  St ra i t  
I s lander  peop le  be ing  cont inua l ly  le t  down by  an  env i ronment  o f  chaos and 
reduced engagement  tha t  caused immense anx ie ty .  The new Pr ime 
Min is te r  has  an  oppor tun i ty  now to  rese t  the  re la t ionsh ip , ”  sa id  Jane 
Powles ,  Ac t ing  Nat iona l  D i rec tor .      
 
“ I  am p leased to  hear  tha t  Pr ime Min is te r  Turnbu l l  i s  tak ing  th is  
oppor tun i ty  ser ious ly  and has  commi t ted  to  meet ing  w i th  Abor ig ina l  and 
Tor res  St ra i t  I s lander  peop les ’  e lec ted  representa t ives  a t  the  ear l ies t  
poss ib le  oppor tun i ty ” .    
 
ANTaR ca l ls  on  the  Pr ime Min is te r  to  show s t rong leadersh ip  to  ensure  the  
Government  respec ts  the  r igh t  to  se l f -de terminat ion  and tha t  a l l  members  
o f  h is  Min is t ry  a re  commi t ted  to  work ing  in  genu ine  par tnersh ip  w i th  
Abor ig ina l  and Tor res  St ra i t  I s lander  peop les .    
 
Ms Powles  sa id  “The Pr ime Min is te r  and h is  newly  appo in ted  Min is t ry  now 
have the  cha l lenge o f  address ing  key  issues  w i th in  Abor ig ina l  and Tor res  
St ra i t  I s lander  a f fa i rs  tha t  have s tagnated or  been le f t  in  chaos .  Th is  must  
be  addressed as  a  mat te r  o f  p r io r i t y . ”  
 
ANTaR we lcomes the  appo in tment  o f  the  Hon Ken Wyat t ,  the  f i rs t  
Abor ig ina l  person to  be  in  the  Federa l  M in is t ry  and hopes tha t  as  
Ass is tan t  Hea l th  Min is te r  he  w i l l  be  p lay ing  a  key  ro le  in  ensur ing  a  
na t iona l ly  co-ord ina ted  response to  address ing  Abor ig ina l  and Tor res  
St ra i t  I s lander  hea l th  inequa l i ty .     
 
I t  i s  impera t ive  tha t  the  Pr ime Min is te r  l i s tens  to  the  F i rs t  Peop les  o f  th is  
na t ion  and se ts  a  s t rong foundat ion  fo r  a  pos i t i ve  re la t ionsh ip .    
 
ANTaR is  a  na t iona l  advocacy  organ isa t ion  ded ica ted  spec i f i ca l l y  to  the  
r igh ts  -  and to  overcoming the  d isadvantage -  o f  Abor ig ina l  and Tor res  
St ra i t  I s lander  peop les .  
 
 


