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Stronger Futures def ies Aboriginal  community  aspirat ions

“The passage o f  the  St ronger  Futu res  b i l ls  through Par l iament  def ies  the
asp i rat ions  of  Abor ig ina l  peop le  in  the  Nor thern  Terr i tory  fo r  more cont ro l
over  the i r  l i ves  and represents  a   f a i lure  of  pol i t i ca l  leadersh ip” ,  sa id  Ms
Jacque l ine  Ph i l l ips ,  Nat iona l  D irec tor  o f  ANTaR.

“The Government ' s  refusa l  to  sub ject  the  laws  to  human r ights  scrut iny
shows  a  lack  of  respect  fo r  Abor ig ina l  communi t ies,  the i r  loca l  and
nat iona l  leaders and the  Un i ted  Nat ions ,  a l l  o f  whom have suppor ted  ca l ls
fo r  human r ights  scrut iny. ”

The ir  concerns  regard ing  the  b i l l s  have  been echoed by  more  than 42 ,000
ind iv idua ls  who  have s igned a  pet i t ion  ca l l ing  fo r  the  b i l l s  to  be  wi thdrawn
and for  a  new approach based on par tnership  and respec t .

“Abor ig ina l  communi t ies  in  the  Nor thern Terr i tory  have  not  g iven the i r
suppor t  to  th is  package of  measures,  wh ich  wou ld  extend key Intervent ion
measures  f or  a  f ur ther  10 years. ”

“The future of  NT  communi t ies  shou ld  be  negot ia ted  on a  bas is  of  respect ,
good fa i th  and t rust .  Any long- term st ra tegy shou ld  demonst ra te  a  mature
nat ion’s  commitment  to  l i s ten ,  par tner  wi th  and suppor t  Abor ig ina l
organ isa t ions  and communi t ies  to  take cont ro l  o f  the i r  fu tu res” .

“ANTaR is  concerned tha t  the  passage of  the  St ronger  Futures  B i l l s
represents a bet raya l  of  t rust .  These laws are  l ike ly  to  cause fur ther  hur t
and suf f er ing  in  NT communi t ies w i thout  de l iver ing  promised improvements
to  heal th ,  educat ion or  employment . ”  

Media  contact:  Nat ional  Director ,  Jacquel ine Phi l l ips  -  0423 773 395
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