
 

A N T a R  PO  B o x  5 6 8  D u l w i c h  H i l l  NSW  2 2 0 3  |  T e l  0 2  9 5 6 4  0 5 9 4  |  F a x  0 2  9 5 6 4  0 19 5  |  www .an t a r . o r g . a u  

MEDIA RELEASE 

 

 
 

Wednesday 15 February,  2012 
 

 

Symbolic and practical actions must go hand in 
hand 

 
ANTaR has today welcomed the Pr ime Minister ’s  recogni t ion that 
pract ica l  and symbol ic  act ions to  advance reconci l ia t ion are 
“ inextr icably l inked” and welcomes the announcement of  funding to 
cont inue bui lding communi ty support  for  const i tut ional  recogni t ion of  
Abor ig inal  and Torres Strai t  Is lander  peoples.  
 
“The Pr ime Min is ter ’s  recogn i t ion of  the  impor tance of  bo th  symbol ic  and 
pract ica l  act ions  s igna ls  a  renewed commi tment  to  advance a  mean ingfu l 
reconc i l ia t ion process , ”  sa id Jacque l ine Ph i l l ips ,  Nat iona l  Di rector .  
 
“For  too  long,  po l i t i c ians  and the  media  have por t rayed these act ions  as 
mutua l ly  exc lus ive ,  rather  than inext r icab ly  l inked. ”  
 
Const i tu t iona l  recogn i t ion  is  the  next  s tep  in  our  reconc i l ia t ion  journey,  
wi th  the Exper t  Pane l  out l in ing  a b luepr int  for  change wh ich  a l l  po l i t i ca l  
leaders must  un i te  beh ind.  
 
“The changes proposed by the  Exper t  Pane l  wou ld  have power fu l  symbol ic  
and impor tant  prac t ica l  e f fects . ”  
 
The Pr ime Min is ter  recogn ised today tha t  ’ the  movement  fo r  const i tu t iona l  
recogn i t ion is  s t rong and growing. ’   
 
“Nonethe less,  the  cha l lenge of  ra is ing  communi ty  awareness  and bu i ld ing  
suppor t  is  s ign i f icant .  Th is  cha l lenge must  be  embraced and suppor ted  by 
both  major  par t ies  and a l l  Aus t ra l ians commit ted  to  recogn i t ion,  respec t  
and equa l i t y . ”  
 
Resources  for  communi ty  educat ion  are  an essent ia l  par t  o f  the  process.  
Today’s  announcement  of  $10 mi l l ion  to  f und communi ty  educat ion  is  an 
impor tan t  next  s tep .  
 
“Fund ing fo r  communi ty  g roups  to engage a l l  Aus t ra l ians  in  th is  na t iona l  
conversat ion is  v i ta l  to  mainta in ing  the  momentum for  change. ”  
 
ANTaR welcomes the  announcement  tha t  Reconc i l ia t ion  Aus t ra l ia  wi l l  lead 
th is  work .  
 



 

 

“Reconc i l ia t ion  Aus t ra l ia  is  un ique ly  p laced to  lead th is  p rocess ,  in 
par tnersh ip  wi th  the  Nat iona l  Congress  of  Aust ra l ia ’s  F i rs t  Peop les  and 
o ther  nat iona l  par tner  o rgan isat ions. ”  
 
Const i tu t iona l  recogn i t ion and ef for ts  to  c lose the gap represent  
complementary aspec ts  of  a mean ingfu l  reconc i l ia t ion  process.  
 
“W e have s t rong ly  we lcomed the  Government ’s  commitment  to  work  in 
par tnersh ip  wi th  Abor ig ina l  and Torres  St ra i t  I s lander  leaders  in  hea l th 
equa l i t y  p lann ing .  Th is  must  ensure  par t ic ipat ion  in  impor tant  dec is ion-
mak ing  processes and a  cent ra l  ro le  f or  communi ty-cont ro l led  hea l th 
organ isa t ions. ”  
 
“W e are  a lso  p leased to note  that  g radua l  ga ins  are  be ing  made to  c lose 
the  gap in  hea l th  equa l i t y  wi th  repor ted  improvements  to  in fant  mor ta l i t y,  
overa l l  mor ta l i t y  rates  and l i t eracy and numeracy. ”  
 
“However ,  we are  a l l  too  aware  how far  we have to  go  before  hea l th 
equa l i t y  is  ach ieved.  A l l  major  par t ies  must  commi t  to  the  long-hau l .  A 
b ipar t isan commitment  must  be  made to  mainta in  C los ing  the  Gap hea l th 
fund ing  beyond 2013. ”  
 
“Urgent  ef for ts  must  a lso  be made to  improve data  co l lec t ion  so  progress 
can be measured accurate ly ,  e f fo r ts  in tens i f ied  where  necessary and 
governments he ld to  account . ”  
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