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Unity and goodwill must be maintained until 
polling day  

 
Marking the f i f th  anniversary of  the h is tor ic  Nat ional  Apology,  ANTaR 
welcomes the passage of  the Act  of  Recogni t ion as another  important  
act  o f  reconci l ia t ion and an express ion of  goodwi l l  by the Par l iament  
to  lead the journey ahead.   
 
“We commend Pr ime Min is ter  Gi l lard and Mr Abbot t  for  af f i rming thei r  
shared commitment  to  achiev ing Const i tu t ional  Recogni t ion of  the 
Fi rs t  Peoples in  Federa l  Par l iament  today,”  sa id Jacquel ine Phi l l ips,  
Nat ional  Di rector .   
 
“We now cal l  on pol i t ica l  leaders to  act  wi th  courage to t ranslate that  
shared commitment  in to uni ted act ion  to recognise the Fi rs t  
Austra l ians on a p lat form of  equal i ty  in  our  nat ion ’s  founding 
document . ”   
 
The immediate pr ior i ty  must  be to agree on a model  of  re form wi th 
Abor ig inal  and Torres Stra i t  Is lander  leaders  in  the coming months.  
This  model  should address the omiss ions and pre judices  in  our  
Const i tu t ion and be in formed by the Exper t  Panel ’s  
recommendat ions.   
 
ANTaR welcomes the Coal i t ion ’s  renewed commitment  to  work ing as 
“par tners and col laborators”  wi th  the Government  to  ensure the 
success of  th is  important  nat ional  process.   
 
As Professor  Patr ick Dodson said th is  morning,  though we may have 
c l imbed a h i l l  today,  the summit  awai ts .  We must  a l l  remain focused 
on that  goal .  
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